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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's request for reconsideration filed 02/26/2010 has been 
entered and carefully considered. Arguments regarding rejections under 
35. U.S.C 1 02 and U. S. C. 1 03 to claims (1 -6, 8-1 4, 1 8-24 and 28-33) 
are persuasive. However, the limitations of the claims have not been 
found to be patentable over prior art of record and newly discovered 
prior art. These claims 1-6, 8-14, 18-24 and 28-33 are rejected under 
the new ground of rejection as set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis 
for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering 
patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner 
presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 
owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent 
any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each 
claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was 
made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
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U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-3, 6, 10-12, 20-22, 29 and 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Hayes et al. [US. 6,781 ,51 8] in view 
of Naughton et al. [US. 6,020.881]. 

As per independent claims 1, 10 and 20, Hayes et al. teach a 
computer implemented method and corresponding system for providing 
a user interface for controlling devices that are currently connected to a 
network comprising the steps/means: 

for at least one of said devices (column 1 , lines 12-20): discovering a 
plurality of devices that are currently connected to the network (figure 
1 A); obtaining information for commanding and controlling at least one 
of the plurality of devices by at least one other device currently 
connected to physical layer of the network (column 2, lines 35-50, 
column 8, lines 12-26, wherein Hayes et al. teach "The HAVi allows 
control information to be transferred between devices at two levels"), 
wherein the information and including at least a device name and 
service type (column 6, lines 1 -35 and column 8, lines 1 2-25; wherein 
Hayes et al. show a 8 bit ID identifying the device to allow different 
versions of the same device type to exist and a device number); 
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wherein tine pliysical layer provides a communication medium tliat can 
be used by tine plurality of devices to communicate with each other 
(figure 1A); 

generating a graphical user interface based at least on the obtained 
information (column 8, lines column 12, lines 28-40, wherein Hayes et 
al. cite "since the HAVi standard allows an ongoing two-way dialog 
between the controlled and controlling devices, the remote control 
display an" configuration can be updated dynamically during use of the 
system"). 

While Hayes et al. show a remote control including a display wherein 
the target device displays at least one of the plurality of associated 
icons on the display of the remote control. The remote control 
comprises at least one configured function defined by the target device 
and a display displaying an icon standard with at least one configured 
function (column 1 2, lines 5-1 0), Hayes et al. do not explicitly show the 
user interface including one or more references associated with each of 
the devices currently connected to the network; neither displaying the 
generated user interface such that a user can use each reference of the 
displayed user interface to access each device. 
However, Naughton teach et al. the reference associated with each of 
the device and displaying the generated user interface such that a user 
can use each reference of the displayed user interface to access each 
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device (column 22, lines 42-65, wherein Naughton shows the handheld 
display device then transmits the appropriate commands that turn the 
television on or off. Similarly, if the user selects any of the television 
channel buttons 66-69, the television channel button anticipates and 
the hand-held display device transmits the appropriate commands to 
the real television thereby tuning the television to the Selected 
channel). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to have modified the 
step of how to interact with different functions of devices on a GUI of 
Naughton et al. to include a display of function icons on a GUI to 
achieve the claimed invention. One would be motivated to make such a 
combination is to guide users how to access and control remote 
devices. 

As per claims 2, 11 and 21, Hayes et al. teach a type of service that 
each device can provide and the user control interface is generated and 
displayed based on at least an attribute and capability of the service 
type (column 5, lines 5, lines 20-35). 

As per claims 3, 12 and 22, Hayes et al. teaches including device data 
corresponding to each device based on the information obtained from 
each device (column 2, lines 35-50, column 8, lines 12-26, wherein 
Hayes et al. teach "The HAVi allows control information to be 
transferred between devices at two levels"). 
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As per claims 6, Hayes et al. teach the device information in each 
device including device identification information for that device (column 
6, lines 1 -35, wherein Hayes et al. show a 8 bit ID identifying the device 
to allow different versions of the same device type to exist and a device 
number). 

As to claim 29, Hayes et al. teaches the network being a home 
network (figure 1 A). 

As to claim 31, Hayes et al. teaches the generated user interface 
including at least one icon graphic for a device (column 1 0, lines 25-60). 
As to claim 32, Hayes et al. teach the generated user interface 
including a hierarchy of control pages (column 1 1 , lines 1 -25). 

Claims 4-5, 8-9, 13-14, 18-19, 23-24, 28, 30 and 33 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hayes et al. [US. 
6,781 ,51 8] in view of Naughton et al. [US. 6,020.881 ] and further in 
view of Kemink [US. 7,574,693]. 

As per claims 4, 13 and 23, the combination of Hayes et al. and 
Naughton et al. fail to clearly the step of generating the user interface 
further includes the steps of associating a hyper-text link with the device 
information in each of said devices currently connected to the network, 
such that each hyper-text link provides access from the user interface 
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to the information in an associated device. However, Kemink et al. 
teacli tine associating a liyper-text link witli tine device information in 
eacli of said devices currently connected to the network (column 4, 
lines 50-65), such that each hyper-text link provides access from the 
user interface to the information in an associated device (column 4, 
lines 42-67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, at the time the invention was made, to combine the teaching of 
Kemink of the hyper text link with the device information with the 
teaching of Hayes in view of Naughton. Motivation of the combination 
would have been to dynamically update a change of the devices. 
As per claims 5, 14 and 24, the combination of Hayes et al. and 
Naughton fail to clearly teach an HTML page for user interaction with 
and/or control of that device. However, Kenmink et al. teach the feature 
at column 4, lines 52-65. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to combine the 
teaching of Kemink of the hyper text link with the device information 
with the teaching of Hayes in view of Naughton. Motivation of the 
combination would have been to dynamically update a change of the 
devices. 

As per claim 8, the combination Hayes et al. and Naughton teach fail 
to teach the steps of each reference in the user interface including at 
least one electronic link providing direct access from the user interface 
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to at least the user control interface description. However, Kemink 
teaches the feature at column 4, lines 42-65. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was 
made, to combine the teaching of Kemink of the hyper text link with the 
device information with the teaching of Hayes in view of Naughton. 
Motivation of the combination would have been to dynamically update a 
change of the devices. 

As per claims 9, 18, 28 and 33, while Hayes teaches the user 
interface including device data corresponding to each device based on 
the information obtained from each device (column 2, lines 35-50, 
column 8, lines 12-26, wherein Hayes et al. teach "The HAVi allows 
control information to be transferred between devices at two levels"), 
the combination Hayes and Naughton fail to teach the one link in the 
user activated link is used to access the associated device and retrieve 
control interface description contained in the corresponding device to 
generate and display a device user interface based on the retrieved 
control interface description, for user interaction with that associated 
device. However, Kemink teaches the one link in the user activated link 
is used to access the associated device and retrieve control interface 
description contained in the corresponding device to generate and 
display a device user interface based on the retrieved control interface 
description, for user interaction with that associated device (column 6, 
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lines 8-25). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, 
at the time the invention was made, to combine the teaching of Kemink 
of the hyper text link with the device information with the teaching of 
Hayes in view Naughton. Motivation of the combination would have 
been to dynamically update a change of the devices. 
As to claim 19, the combination Hayes and Naughton fail to teach 
using each link in the user interface to access the information in each 
associated device, and generating the user interface including device 
data corresponding to each device using the accessed information in 
each device. However, Kemink teaches each link in the user interface 
to access the information in each associated device, and generating the 
user interface including device data corresponding to each device using 
the accessed information in each device (column 7, lines 1-25). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
the invention was made, to combine the teaching of Kemink of the 
hyper text link with the device information with the teaching of Hayes in 
view of Naughton. Motivation of the combination would have been to 
dynamically update a change of the devices. 
As to claim 30, the combination Hayes et al. and Naughton fail to 
clearly teaches the graphical user interface employing browser 
technology to allow users to control and command devices over the 
home network. However, Kemink teaches the feature at column 6, lines 
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8-35. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to combine the teaching of Kemink of 
the hyper text link with the device information with the teaching of 
Hayes in view of Naughton. Motivation of the combination would have 
been to dynamically update a change of the devices. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant has argued that Hayes does not teach or suggest multiple 
devices. However, Hayes teaches multiple remote controls at column 1 , 
lines17-20, wherein Hayes cites "In those devices known as universal 
remote controls, this capability is particularly useful since such remote 
controls have a generally generic keypad layout". 
Applicant has argued that Hayes does not teach or suggest 
"discovering a plurality of devices that are currently connected to the 
network". However, Hayes shows the device to be controlled (TV, VCR) 
conveys, or is caused to convey, a summary of its capabilities to the 
remote control. In one inventive method, the remote control need only 
recognized and process a single set standard abstract feature 
indicators. That means the controlled devices are recognized and 
processed a single set standard abstract feature indicators. 
Applicant has argued that Hayes does not teach or suggest obtaining 
information for commanding and controlling at least one of the plurality 
of devices by at least one other device currently connected to physical 
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layer of the network. However, Hayes shows the HAVi allows control 
information to be transferred between devices at two levels at (column 
2, lines 35-50, column 8, lines 12-26). 

Applicant has argued that Hayes does not teach generating a graphical 
user interface based at least on the obtained information (column 8, 
lines column 12, lines 28-40, wherein Hayes et al. cite "since the HAVi 
standard allows an ongoing two-way dialog between the controlled and 
controlling devices, the remote control display an" configuration can be 
updated dynamically during use of the system") while Naughton shows 
the handheld display device then transmits the appropriate commands 
that turn the television on or off. Similarly, if the user selects any of the 
television channel buttons 66-69, the television channel button 
anticipates and the hand-held display device transmits the appropriate 
commands to the real television thereby tuning the television to the 
Selected channel) (column 22, lines 42-65). 
Applicant has argued that Hayes does not teach the information and 
including at least a device name and service type. However, Hayes 
teaches the information and including at least a device name and 
service type (column 6, lines 1 -35 and column 8, lines 1 2-25; wherein 
Hayes et al. show a 8 bit ID identifying the device to allow different 
versions of the same device type to exist and a device number); 
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Applicant lias argued tliat Kemink does not teacli or suggest tine user 
interface includes data obtained from a device or that data is retrieved 
from the device since appliance vendors and third parties supply the 
device data. However, Hayes teaches the feature at column 2, lines 35- 
50, column 8, lines 12-26, wherein Hayes et al. teach "The HAVi allows 
control information to be transferred between devices at two levels". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Mylinh Iran. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 
3:00PM at 571-272-4141. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo, can be reached at 571-272-4847. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are as follows: 

571-273-8300 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mylinh Iran 
Art Unit 21 79 



/Weilun Lo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



